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Ancient Order of Hibernians

of Hampden Hampshire Counties

PO Box 826

Holyoke, MA 01041-0826

Next Meetings –  Monday, April 4 & May 2
LAOH – 6:15 p.m.
AOH – 7:00 p.m.

                             At The Wherehouse?.       



www.AOH-Holyoke.com     
(Who won the quilt? Who won the Ladies AOH Irish quilt? Read to the end of the newsletter to find out)

   Can we now relax after a great Saint Patrick’s holiday?  Only just for a second because the club is getting ready for some community service and our summer picnic, Hennessey Hoedown, clambake, steak roast.
  Congratulations to chairmen Jay Driscoll and Jim Curran on a successful Communion Breakfast. Over 180 people listened attentively to author/ sportscaster Bob Halloran tell stories about his book, Irish Thunder and the movie, The Fighter , about Lowell championship boxer, Mickey Ward. Bob’s wife, Eileen Curran is also thanked for sharing her husband and her new car at the Parade.
   It is nice to be noticed. During her greetings at the breakfast, Holyoke Saint Patrick Parade President Kathy Lynch recognized the AOH Mass and the Communion Breakfast as the official kickoff to a week of Parade events. 
Thank you, Kathy.

   And wasn’t it a great Parade. Forwarding the Hibernian contingent was Patrick Hogan, our own Saint Patrick.  John Driscoll, Hibernian of the Year, and Noranne Duquette, LAOH Woman of the Year, proudly lead with smiles along the Parade route. Joining them were Ellen Paoli Mead, Judy and Rosalie Pratt, Barbara Twohig,  Barbara Gaughan, and Mae Mulvenna who displayed our ginormous Irish flag, the largest in the Parade. LAOH National Past President Mary Ryan rode in Eileen Curran’s car. Thank you again, Eileen. J. D. Watson and Elroy Barber co-piloted the float while Michael Hogan chauffeured our dignitaries. Janet Dwyer coordinated the float contingent which included Irish step-dancers Cayla Brown, Bridget Salvetti, Katie Egan, Hanna Pancione, Anna Sullivan and Tess Gauthier. Fran Hennessey, Paul, Reilly & Pete (he of green moustache fame) Hogan, and Liam O’Connor completed our grand compliment. 
”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
   Did you see our club’s namesake, Jimmy Curran marching? Jimmy saw many old friends and smiling faces. One old friend was quite surprised to see Jimmy. The “gent” had read in the obituary pages that Jimmy Curran had passed. Luckily for us, the man quickly realized it was the obit for Jimmy “Fiddler” Curran, a founding member of the Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade. Everyone marching had a good laugh, especially our Jimmy.
   President Paul Hogan would like to thank Scott Curran for taking 5 hours of his time to dig out our float under 5’ of snow enabling Peter & Paul Hogan, Charlie Popp, J.D. Watson and Cris Barney to complete construction. 

   It’s not too late to thank more volunteers at our successful Danny Curran Irish Night including Skip Clayton, Pat Bresnahan and Gene Regan. During the night, Jane Kane was honored with a LAOH membership in the club. Jane bakes the cakes for the evening and for her support throughout the years. Congratulations Jane!

   The 3rd Annual Hibernian Picnic featuring Jim O’Connor and the Boston Blackthorne Band will be held on Saturday, June 25 at The Wherehouse?. Tickets are $12.00. It is a great way to start the summer with a Hibernian picnic and the best in Irish folk music. Reserve a table for your family. The group will showcase their new cd “From Kerry to Kerry Park”. Call Fran Hennessey at 785-5687 or Paul Hogan at 210-1416 for tickets.
   AOH dues for 2011 are $30. Payments can be made out to AOH and sent to Paul Hogan, 45 Gates Street, Holyoke, MA 01040.
Continuing our commitment to community service, the club will be serving supper at Kate’s Kitchen every six weeks. The first serving will be held on Sunday, April 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Signups for future dates will begin at our April 4 meeting.
   Applications for the 2011 Maurice A. Donahue scholarship are on our website on for review and downloading. Check it out along with a new selection of sweatshirts for sale at WWW. AOH-Holyoke.com.

LAOH News
        LAOH dues, $20 per year, can be made out to LAOH and sent to either Paula at 22 County Road, Holyoke, to Mary Pat Murphy, 9 Magnolia, Ave., Holyoke, MA 01040, or at any monthly meeting.  
And our monthly reminder:

   The shelves at Margaret’s Pantry are very low. Non-perishable food items are needed. Bring something to the next meeting. Volunteers are also needed. Consider your time and effort to this great cause.

”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
Irish Cultural Center Events
Irish Film Series
Seven Shades of Green, Sunday, April 3, 2 p.m. in the Alumnae Library Theater

The documentary produced by Justin Bell tells the journey from the United States to Ireland through the lives of seven people and their friends. There will be a question and answer period with the director following the film.

Irish Women at Home and Away in Dunquin, Wednesday, May 1, 7:00 p.m. in the Alumnae Library Theater.

Documentarian Brenda Ni Shuilleabhain will present her documentary, “Irish Women at Home and Away”.  Director of the Blasket Center in Dunquin will join her for the showing of Dun Chaoin (Dunquin) Biliam (40 years). Both events are free and open to the public.
Wine Tasting With An Irish Touch

Plan to purchase your $30 ticket to the annual Wine Tasting With  An Irish Touch which will be held on Saturday, May 21. For more information, visit www.irish-caidre.org.

And finally, who won the Irish quilt? 

Congratulations to Michelle Fitzell of South Hadley. In 2011, Michelle certainly had the “Luck of the Irish”.
”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
