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Ancient Order of Hibernians

of Hampden Hampshire Counties

PO Box 826

Holyoke, MA 01041-0826

Next Meetings –  Monday, March 7 & April 4
LAOH – 6:15 p.m.
AOH – 7:00 p.m.

                             At The Wherehouse?.       



www.AOH-Holyoke.com     
  Wasn’t it another fantastic Irish Night ! Certainly was! Over 300 guests enjoyed an evening of Irish music and dance. The club really outdid itself and we should be proud. What an operation. Congratulations to Patty Meon and Paula Lunney on coordinating the dining room operation. They were joined by Peter Hogan, Barbara Twohig, Jim Sheehan, Jaimie Hoppock, Theresa Wodecki, Janet Dwyer, Louise Bisson, Noranne Duquette, Pat Hogan, Sean Skelton, Ed Meon, the Szmoniks, Al, Becky and Paige, Jeff Meon, Mary Pat Murphy, Molly Burns, Mamie Burns, Nora Burns, Chelsea Kelly, Becky Hoyt, Katie Wilber, Dave Wilber and Ben Chartier. Thank you to the Blessed Sacrament high school CCD class under the direction of Deacon Wendell Pennell for their assistance. Patty even took a break from bussing tables to go onstage and sing “Danny Boy” in honor of her father, Danny Curran, for whom the night is honored. It was a privilege to hear her sing.
Can’t forget the kitchen crew.  Hibernian top chef, Bobby Cameron was assisted by Paul Hogan, Charlie Popp, Tom Griffin, Pat Bresnahan, Jim Curran, Tim O’Shea, Joe O’Connor, Elaine Bristol and Owen Donohue. Upstairs while our guests were enjoying the Irish music, Bobby, Paul, Charlie, Joe and Tim were downstairs in the kitchen scrubbing it nice and clean.
Not to be left out, Jimmy Cannon manned the front desk collecting tickets and the evenint’s receipts. Jimmy was working so hard he almost missed out on dinner. Actually, the corned beef hash was so good, there was none left. Next year, we’ll make sure to save a little for brother, Jim.
And our emcee, Tim Allen did another splendid job moving the program along and introducing our Hibernian and Lady Hibernian of the Year, Jay Driscoll and Noranne Duquette.

Again, it was a great night! Good job!

”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
  Did you see the LAOH 2011 Quilt at Irish Night? What a beautiful piece of art. If you would like to display this quilt and sell raffles at an event, please contact Paula Paoli at Paula5412@comcast.net.

Boston sportscaster and author of “Irish Thunder: The Hard Life and Times of Mickey Ward”, Bob Halloran which has been recently made into the movie, “The Fighter” will be the guest speaker at the 2011 Communion Breakfast. The breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 13 at The Wherehouse? after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jerome Church. Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for children under 10. For tickets, contact Paul Hogan at 210-1416. Bob also happens to be the husband of Holyoke’s own favorite newscaster, Eileen Curran.

With the Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Day Parade fast approaching, Sunday, March 20, Peter, Paul, Tommy Sears and Charlie have begun working on the 2011 float. If anyone is interested in helping, contact Paul at 210-1416.

Anyone interested in marching with the Hibernian contingent in the 2011 Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade, contact Paul at 210-1416 or Paula Paoli at Paula5412@comcast.net

   AOH dues for 2011 are $30. Payments can be made out to AOH and sent to Paul Hogan, 45 Gates Street, Holyoke, MA 01040.
 Congratulations to Melissa Meon, Elms College nursing student, LAOH member and daughter of Eddie and Patty Meon on being selected the 2011 Miss Congeniality at the Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Colleen Contest.   

   Applications for the 2011 Maurice A. Donahue scholarship will be on our website on April 1 for review and downloading. Check it out at WWW. AOH—Holyoke.com.

LAOH News
        LAOH dues, $20 per year, can be made out to LAOH and sent to either Paula at 22 County Road, Holyoke, to Mary Pat Murphy, 9 Magnolia, Ave., Holyoke, MA 01040, or at any monthly meeting.  
And our monthly reminder:

   The shelves at Margaret’s Pantry are very low. Non-perishable food items are needed. Bring something to the next meeting. Volunteers are also needed. Consider your time and effort to this great cause.

”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
 Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Holyoke will host its 35th Annual St. Patrick’s Party on Saturday, March 12. Bring your children and have a great time!  Doors open at 6:00 p.m. The McDermott School of Irish Dance will perform at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Burke Boys of Spancil Hill entertaining with their repertoire of Irish favorites from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Hot corned beef and cabbage sandwiches will be catered by Dan Burns and Mike Manijak with the cost $6.00 each. Irish coffee and refreshments will also be available. The cover charge is $6.00 payable at the door with children 12 and under $3. Protected parking is provided in the lot across the street. For more information, contact Sue Sullivan at 536-7418.
Irish Cultural Center Events
Ceilli
   The Irish Cultural Center will host a ceilli at the Sons of Erin, 22, William Street, Westfield. It has been rescheduled to Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 p.m. There will be Irish tea and breads. Families with children are encouraged to attend.
Irish Concert 

   On Wednesday, March 16, the eve of Saint Patrick’s feast, the Irish Cultural Center will present an Irish concert in the Veritas Auditorium at Elms College, 7:00 p.m. hosted by Maitu de Hal, local musicians including Tim Donoghue, Bill Dempsey, Amanda Bernhard and Jonathan Kennedy will perform. They will offer both instrument music as well as songs in the sean-nos style. A kiltie band will also perform. For more information contact www.irish-caidre.org

Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade Events

   Congratulations to Meaghan A. Leahy of Holyoke on being selected the 2011 Grand Colleen of the Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade. In Meaghan’s court are  Kathy Glenn, Kelly Blaney, Sarah Ferguson and Colleen Bresnahan. Ladies AOH member, Melissa Meon is the 2011 Miss Congeniality.

   And as the Parade approaches, we can’t forget Hibernians honored by the Saint Patrick’s Parade Committee. Among them are the 2011 Grand Marshal, Gerry Healy, and 2011 Citizenship Award recipient, Thomas Moriarty.  Please give them a big cheer as the march along the Parade route.
  Ireland Raffle

   Tickets, $100.00 each, are still available for the Ireland Raffle drawing to be held on Wednesday, March 16, 7:00 p.m. at JP’s Restaurant. To purchase your ticket or for more information, contact Dan Tierney at 533-0909 or Rnfloat@comcast.net
”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
