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Ancient Order of Hibernians

of Hampden Hampshire Counties

PO Box 826

Holyoke, MA 01041-0826

Next Meetings –  Tuesday, January 9 , 2012
LAOH – 6:15 p.m.
AOH – 7:00 p.m.

                             At The Wherehouse?.       



www.AOH-Holyoke.com     
   The Children’s Christmas Party held on Sunday, December 11 was another great success. Kudos to Santa’s Helpers, Mamie Burns and Allison Kelly.  Other fine elves included Mary Pat Murphy, Louis Bisson and her niece, Alex. Noranne Duquette helped the children write letters to Santa, decorate cookies and clean up, while Peter Hogan took the photos of Santa with the children.

   The Club’s Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 6 held at The Wherehouse? infused everyone with the holiday spirit. The food and conversation were festive and our Vice President James Sheehan recited a list of the clubs 2011’s accomplishments. Great job, everyone!
   Thank you to Paul Mengel, Paul Hogan, Pete Hogan, Fran Hennessey, Jay Driscoll , Charlie Popp, and D.J.  and his daughter, Kelly O’Connor for volunteering to serve meals at Kate’s Kitchen on December 18. Our next opportunities to demonstrate our Christian charity will be Sundays, February 5 and April 1 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Please consider giving of your time and talents to this worthwhile cause. For more information contact Fran Hennessey at franhen@yahoo.com or 785-5687.
   Thank you to our Vice President, James Sheehan volunteering at the Salvation Army toy store at the War Memorial on December 21. 

   Our Saint Patrick’s Month Fundraising calendars are now available for sale at $10 each. Prizes include $25 on weekdays, $50 on weekends and $200 on March 17, Saint Patrick’s Day. Only 250 were printed so get your calendars at the next club meetings, or at the AOH Daniel F. Curran Irish Night. You have 31 chances to win.
   AOH dues for 2011 are $30. Payments can be made out to AOH and sent to Paul Hogan, 45 Gates Street, Holyoke, MA 01040.
   Get well wishes to Shirley Bolduc and James A. Curran who are recuperating after recent illnesses.
”To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
LAOH News
   A variety of new James A. Curran AOH Division 1 t-shirts and sweatshirts are now available for purchase at reasonable prices. You will look great wearing them on Saint Patrick’s Day and all year round. Check them out at WWW.AOH-Holyoke.com. 
   LAOH Quilters are assembling the embroidery panels for the 2012 Irish quilt. Paula Paoli is looking for opportunities to display the quilt and sell raffle tickets. 

   LAOH dues for 2012 are $20 and should be paid by April 2012. Anyone who still owns for 2011 should contact Mary Pat Murphy, 9 Magnolia, Ave., Holyoke, MA 01040, Paula, or see us at any monthly meeting.  
     Our monthly reminder: 

   Kate’s Kitchen is in need of powdered drink mixes. At lunch, because of the cost of kool-aid type products, only water is served.  Please bring a container or any items of non-perishable foods to our meeting on January 9.
   And finally …Catherine Sheehan of Conway’s name was chosen for the 50/50 raffle at the November meeting. Unfortunately, Catherine was not present and did not go home with $57.00 in riches. Ahh, but January is a new year. Come to the meeting and maybe you could leave with the pot of gold.
Irish Cultural Center Events
   Irish language classes 

The Irish Cultural Center will offer beginning January 23: 

Novice Irish 2 Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. January 23-May 7, 2012. To enroll, visit or call the registrar’s office at 413-265-2314. Those who wish to audit the course pay half the tuition: for people 65 or older the cost is $100, plus a $20 registration fee.
On Wednesday evenings from 6:40-9:10 p.m. Intermediate: Advanced Practice Irish Language 2 course January 25-May 9, 2012. The course will be offered either for three credits or on a non-credit basis through the Division of Graduate Studies and Continuing Education. This course is designed for students who have studied with Tom Moriarty and Chip Costello and who wish opportunities to practice and develop their ability in the language. To enroll for credit, visit or call the registrar’s office at 413-265-2314. To enroll for non-credit, visit or call the Division of Graduate Studies and Continuing Education at 413 265-2490: cost is $175. ICC members receive a $50 discount.

“To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
Introduction to Irish 2, taught by Tom Moriarty, with the assistance of Padraic Deiseach, will be offered on Tuesday evenings from 6:45-8:45 January 24-May 8, 2012. It is focused on all four language skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening in an interactive enjoyable experience for those with little or no prior study of the language. To register, call the Division of Graduate Studies and Continuing Education at (413) 265-2490. Cost: $150. ICC members receive a $50 discount.
For further information, call the Irish Cultural Center at 413-265-2537, or Tom Moriarty at 413-592-6951.

2012 Winter Film Series – Ties That Bind 
   Travel with us as we journey through Ireland from County Meath, to Dublin, to County Cavan to County Galway.It will happen all through Irish films which remind us of the “ties that bind.” Each film shows the Irish all in unique situations.  Our free Irish film series will be held on three consecutive Wednesdays and a Thursday beginning on January 25, 2012 at 7 p.m. in the Alumnae Library Theater.

Wednesday, January 25,  “The Secret of Kells” is set in County Meath.(2009) This animated feature tells the story of the illuminated Gospel book in Latin. Elms College Professor Jason Murphy will host and introduce the film.

Wednesday, February 1,  Rat is set in County Dublin (2000) with Pete Postlethwaite, Imelda Staunton, Frank Kelly, David Wilmot, Kerry Condon, Andrew Lovern. The everyday life of a typical Dublin family whose father turns into a rat.

Wednesday, February 8, Playboys filmed in County Cavan. (1992) with Robin Wright, Albert Finney, Aidan Quinn. A young woman, Tara Maguire scandalizes her provincial Irish village in the 1950s by having a baby out of wedlock, and refusing to name the father. 

Thursday, February 16, Cré na Cille (Graveyard Clay) is set in County Galway. (2007) Irish language with English subtitles. With candid wit and black humor, the film tells the intersecting stories of the occupants of a community of corpses in an Irish cemetery. Fulbright teacher, Padraic Deiseach will host and introduce the film.

Note this film is scheduled for Thursday.

Tue Jan 31, 2012 

Celebrate the Feast of St. Brigid 
   On January 31, The Irish Cultural Center will celebrate for the second year in a row, the feast of St. Brigid with cross making instruction. For the time call the ICC at 265-2537.
“To Be Irish Is a Blessing – To Be A Hibernian An Honor”
