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Next meeting – AOH – Monday, February 5, 7 p.m. at The Wherehouse?
LAOH – Monday, February 5,  6 p.m. at The Wherehouse?

​  In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen. 

   
    The LAOH annual Mass in honor of St. Brigid, patron saint of the LAOH, will be held at St Jerome church in Holyoke at 8:00 am on Sunday February 4. All AOH members are encouraged to join the Ladies in this celebration. Our one and only, Matthew O'Connor, will serenade us with the bag pipes

Dear Bothers, 
As the high holy days approach, we are going to be very busy.  Let's stay safe, healthy                         
and display our Irish pride.
    I'm glad to report the floats are out of storage. Work will soon begin to freshen them up for the Parade.  
Irish night is February 24. Final details are being ironed out. Tickets are still available at this time. We are in need of raffle baskets and supplies such as gift certificates, wine bottles, fine spirits and volunteers. I repeat, volunteers are needed and welcomed to assemble raffle gift baskets, decorate floats and to help at Irish Nite. Join the fun. Check your emails for info about volunteering.
Thanks,
AOH President Joseph O’Connor
    
  
    Irish Nite will be held on Saturday, February 24 at The Log Cabin. Doors open at 5 with dinner served at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 per person. The event features a corned beef and cabbage dinner with a generous helping of Danny Curran’s famed corned ribs. The Keohane and Kenneally Band will provide the entertainment. In addition, there will be plenty of raffle prizes. Volunteers are needed to distribute posters, obtain raffle prizes and assist with the raffle. For reservations and to help, contact Joe O’Connor at 413-785-5687 or Fran Hennessey at 413-785-5687.

AOH calendar raffle returns are due back. Please return them before February 25. If anyone has unsold calendars, please let Peter Hogan know so we can sell them at Irish night. You can contact Peter at pjhogan71@gmail.com or 413-330-6635.

    Attention all AOH members, Mary Kate O’Connor is recruiting men to help with the assembling of raffle baskets on Tuesday, February 6, 6 p.m. at O’Connor Manor, 55 Mayer Drive. Contact Joe at 413-627-7148 if you have any questions.

    The annual raising of the Irish Tricolor will take place in front of the Holyoke City Hall 10 a.m. on Friday, March 1. All members are invited to attend.



To Be Irish Is A Blessing, To Be a Hibernian an Honor


    The Communion Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 10 at the Wyckoff Country Club, following the 8 am Mass in St. Jerome Church. The speaker is yet to be determined. Chairing this Committee is Jay Driscoll at 413-534-0445. James Kelly from the Polish National Credit Union, the recipient of the Christian Charity Award will be honored. Ticket prices and more information will follow.

   The Daley Halligan Memorial Exercise will be held on Friday, March15, noon at the monument on Hospital Hill off West St. in Northampton. The men, Dominic Daley and James Halligan, Irish immigrants were unjustly convicted and later hanged for a murder in 1806.  All Hibernians are encouraged to attend.  

   Thanks to Rose Pratt and the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians for volunteering to make and deliver peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to Kate’s Kitchen on January 28. The next dates for making sandwiches for Kate’s this winter-spring are: March 3, April 7, May 5, and June 9. 

  Fifty-five members out of 84 are paid for 2024. If you are not sure if you owe for dues contact Peter Hogan @ 413-330-6635 / pjhogan71@gmail.com.  If you are looking for additional information, please use our website aoh-holyoke.com 

  
Please bring your ideas to increase membership to the next meeting.

        
                                                            LAOH Notes

    
   At this writing, the LAOH quilt is to about be delivered to Karen Motyka who has done the finish quilting for the past 25 years. The theme for 2024 is “Irish Wildflowers” and should be ready for its seasonal debut at AOH Irish Night on February 24. The LAOH members who have contributed to the embroidery on the 2024 quilt have outdone themselves this year. This year marks a quarter of a century for this important LAOH fundraiser, and we thank everyone for their support. As always, we need to think of various places to bring the completed quilt to sell the raffle tickets. Tickets will be available at the meeting.

    If you are able to help, please plan to donate to the LAOH sock drive by bringing a pair of warm socks, hat or gloves to the meeting on February 5, or to Irish Night on February 24th at the Log Cabin.         Providence Ministries has requested everyone's help in order to keep the homeless and needy population in Holyoke warm this winter. 
   
   If you are not sure if your 2023 dues are paid, please contact Paula Paoli at 413-210-6031, or paulaakpaoli@gmail.com. The annual LAOH report was just submitted to the State Board. The LAOH has to pay a per capita fee for each member, and this is paid by a portion of the annual $25.00 dues. The date by which members' 2024 dues should be paid is the end of April.

 If you are receiving a printed copy of the newsletter and want it sent by email instead, please contact Paula Paoli at paulaakpaoli@gmail.com or 413-210-6031 to make the change.  We appreciate those who have changed to email to save our division the cost of printing and postage. As you all know, the cost of postage has just increased.
Thank you to our webmaster, Janet Dwyer, for keeping the Holyoke Hibernian Website current. 
The website address is aoh-holyoke.com, which is also at the top of the newsletter. Visit it today!

                                           To Be Irish Is A Blessing, To Be a Hibernian an Honor
                                                                 Upcoming Events: 
Kate’s Kitchen – Sundays, March 3, April 7, May 5, and June 9. Club members will be making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Contact Fran Hennessey at 413-883-0729 if you would like to help.
Saint Brigid’s Mass – Sunday, February 4, 8 am St. Jerome Church
Irish Nite – Saturday, February 24, 2024 at The Log Cabin. Tickets are $50. Call Joe O’Connor for reservations at 413-785-5687 or visit Eventbrite.com.
Irish Flag Raising – The AOH annual tradition raising Irish Tri-color will be held in front of Holyoke City Hall at 10 am on Friday, March 1.
Communion Breakfast – Sunday, March 10, 2024 at the Wyckoff Country Club, following the 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jerome Church.            More details to follow.
Daley & Halligan Memorial Service – Friday, March 15, noon, at Hospital Hill, Northampton
Holyoke Saint Patrick’s Parade – Sunday, March 17, 2024
Hennessey Hoe-Down – Sunday, August 25 at Hamel’s Pavilion

                                        ICC News   / The Trinity Pub

   The Trinity Pub at the Irish Cultural Center is open 4 days a week; Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. and now on Friday at 2:30 p.m. Live music includes trad sessions every Wednesday and live music on Friday and Saturday: Baird Souls, February 2; Billy Eagan, February 3; Sally Sisters, February 9; Terry Brennan, February 10; Brothers By Law, February 16; Dee Reilly, February 17; Geezer, February 23; and The Healys, February 24.  

                                            Irish Cultural Center Book Club   

 Join the new Irish Cultural Center Book Club. Enjoy good craic and delve into Irish and Irish-American literature, with guided discussion in a welcoming, relaxed atmosphere. This event is open to all, Patrons and the general public.  The meeting will take place on Thursday, February 8 from 5:30–6:30 pm at the ICC. This month’s selection is “The Whitest Flower” by Brendan Graham. For more information, contact the ICC at irishcenterwne.org.

Remember the AOH in Your Will
Please consider the Order when writing or rewriting your will, and add a paragraph with the lines of  “I leave to the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America (X percent of my estate or a specific dollar amount) for its charitable works.”

    The Healy’s Irish Radio program is on the air every Saturday from 9 a.m – 11 a.m. on WARE Radio, 97.7 FM and 1250 AM. It is also streamed online at classichits977.com and available anytime at healysirishprogram.com.

In continued memory of Doc Dean and our commitment to Kate’s Kitchen.  Providence Ministries is in need of canned goods. Please bring a can or two to the meeting on Monday night.

And finally ……
At the January meeting the winner, Kevin O’Connor was not at the meeting and could not collect the 50/50 raffle prize.  The $$$$ continues to grow. See you February 5. 
    
  In ainm an Athar agus an Mhic agus an Spiorad Naoimh, Amen.   
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